Spring Chicken" (9-12-07), Edwards and Aaron's "His Ho-
nor The Mayor"--Selection (9-13-07), Rogers' “His Master's
Voice" March (9-20-07), Bratton's "The Teddy Bear's Pic-
nic" (9-14-08), Ringleben's "Virginia"--2-Step (9-15-08),
Pryor's "Artful Artie" (9-15-08), Zickler and Schermer'se
“"The Ford March" (9-17-08), Theumsen's "The Real Swing
March'" (9-17-08), Browne's ''The Rag" (9-17-08), Moreland's
"The Yankee Shuffle" (9-17-08), van Alstyne and Butler's
"Ivanhoe" 2-Step (9-19-08), Mills' "Kerry Mills Barn Dance"
(9~19-08), Stevens and Frey's "Moon Winks"--3-Step
(9-21-08), and Lincke's "Glow Worm" (9-23-08).

With the cakewalks, ragtime, "coon" songs, two-steps,
and other similar types of rhythmical titles that defy
easy categorization, it is evident that dance music in
the years ahead would get a big play. The number of show
tunes recorded were continuing to increase both in fre-
quency and by their appearance in medleys. The medley
would stimulate the manufacture of the 12-inch disc.

With an increasing population, the demand for school-
oriented recording needed to be satisfied. Burchenal,
Crampton, Sharpe, and other music educators were to assist
the Victor musicians. By 1908 the Victrola was gaining
acceptance universally, and the interest in both American
wmusic and the indigenous music of other countries, par-
ticularly the rest of our western hemigphere, was growing
rapidly. Beginning in 1907 recordings were made speci-
fically for export and for what was called the "U.S.
Foreign" market in America. The Dance, Show, Education
and Foreign Period of 1909-17 coincided with the public
acceptance of the double-sided Victor record and the
Lincoln penny.

The DSEF Period was a time of intense productivity of
“dance" music, musical comedy tunes ("'show"), "educational"
recordings (primarily folk music)}, and "foreign'" market
selections. What followed might be called the "Phasing
Out of Professionals" from 1918 to 1927 or, more aptly,
the "POOP" Period. With the advent of the Great Depres-
sion the "Golden Era' of Victor military band recordings
came to an end.

Frederick P, Williams, a stockbroker with Blyth Eastman
Dillon & Co., is & private collector.
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HANS ROSBAUD: A DISCOGRAPHY

by

Leslie Gerber

Hans Rosbaud was born in Graz, Austria, on
July 22, 1895. His major studies were at the music
congervatory of Frankfurt am Main. In 1929 he was
appointed to his first major post, director of the
Mainz School of Music., He left the following year to
become conductor-in-chief of Radio Frankfurt. During
World War II he was musical director of the city of
Stragbourg. 1In 1945 he became conductor of the Munich
Philharmonic. Rosbaud's most important appointment was
made in 1948, when he was picked to reorganize and
conduct the orchestra which became the Southwest German
Radio Orchestra of Baden-Baden. Although devoting him-
self to other projects as well, Rosbaud's main interest
seems to have been the Baden-Baden orchestra, of which
he remained director until his death. In 1952 he be-
came conductor of the Zurich Tonhalle Orchestra, and
in 1958 was made chief conductor of the Zurich Stadt-
theater. Other activities of Rosbaud's last years were
his appearances at the Aix-en-Provence Festival and at
the Donaueschinger Musiktage. He died in Lugano,
Switzerland, on December 29, 1962,

Rosbaud occupies a virtually unique position in the
history of conducting. Almost alone among conductors
of his generation (Hermann Scherchen is perhaps the
only other example), he was as devoted to the most ad-
vanced productions of the contemporary avant-garde as
to the works of the great classical tradition. As early
as 1933 he had the honor of conducting the first per-
formance of Bartdk's Piano Concerto No. 2, given over
Radio Frankfurt with the composer at the pianmo. In his
later years he was entrusted with the first performances
of works by many important compcsers. There is in ex-
igstence a series of radio broadcast tapes in which Ros-
baud conducts works of such composers as Xenakis, Ligeti
and Penderecki. Perhaps the moat astonishing event of
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Rosbaud's career occurred in March of 1954, when Haus
Schmidt-Isserstedt withdrew from the scheduled premiere
of Schoenberg's Moses und Aron only a week before the
broadcast. Rosbaud took over, and the magnificent

results may still be heard in the recording of that actual
performance issued by Columbia., Further evidence of
Rosbaud's mastery in twelve-tone music may be heard on

his disc of works by Berg, Webern and Stravinsky.

Unlike most musicians devoted to contempeorary music,
Rosbaud remained always a masterful servant of earlier
composers., Evidence of this may be heard in his many
excellent Mozart recordings, the superlative Haydn sym-
phonies, and the ocutstanding examples from the music of
such diverse composers as Bruckner, Gluck, Mahler, Ra-
meau, Sibeljus and Stravinsky. Although the Rosbaud
discography is distressingly small, it provides con-
vincing proof of his musical greatness.

Rosbaud seems to have been revered in the cities
where he conducted regularly, but his international
reputation during his lifetime was in no way commen-
surate with his abilities. On those few occasions, near
the end of his life, when he appeared in the United
States, his receptions were reasonably enthusiastic,
but the critics appear to have been oblivious to his
special qualities. Yet to those who love his work most,
Rosbaud was virtually the ideal connoisseurs' conductor,
a musician who balanced in his work intellectual under-
standing, technical mastery, surprisingly expert know-
ledge of a wide variety of styles, and great power to
convey emotion. Perhaps Rosbaud's best obltuary, aside
from his own recordings, is the typically dry comment
of Igor Stravinsky: "The most scrupulous of musicians,
and one of the few nondelinquent conductors."

The Recordings of Hans Rosbaud

This 1isting makes no claims to being definitive.
I believe it includes every regularly issued commercial
recording conducted by Rosbaud and credited to him, but
the possibility of the existence of others canmot be
eliminated. The odd 78 rpm single record of themes
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from D'Albert's Tiefland immediately arouses ones suspi-
ciong. Why would anyone hold a recording session with a
conducter and full orchestra to produce only two sides?
But in any case the listing is substantially complete,
and certainly documents the bulk of the artistic legacy
by which Rosbaud must now be judged. Fortunately, there
are in existence in various German radio archives a
large number of tapes of Rosbaud broadcast performances;
one such recording, Schoenberg's Variations for Orches-
tra, has already been issued.

Most of Rosbaud's recordings have been issued in the
United States. However, the early Vox and Mercury LPs
had a very short life and they are extremely difficult
to find. These recordings, only one of which was issued
in Europe, probably come from broadcast performances of
gome time during the half-decade prior to their release.
{(One hears suspicious surface noige towards the end of
each movement of the Haydn Symphony No. 82, item #15,
which sounds like the end of an acetate studio transcrip-
tion.) Most of them are of little interest, but the
Haydn and Mozart symphonies are cutstanding.

1 have attempted to include every U.S. issue number
for each of these recordings; however, I have been more
lax about European numbers, not all of which were hunted
out, Those few records which are currently available are
indicated with asterisks. Dates given are those of the
earliest issue of the record, not the recording date,
except where indicated by "r." Such additional issue
numbers as recorded tapes or 45 rpm discs have not been
included, with the excepticen of the 45 rpm i&sues of the
Sibelius works where a lucky find could substantially
help a collector seeking a complete Roshaud collection.
Stereo numbers are underlined; all others are mono.

Many thanks for help in compiling this listing are
due to Tom Clear, Tom Morgan, Greg Benko, and eapecially -
to Steve Smolian and his Incredible Catalogs. And, in
conclusion, if anyone hag copies of items #30, 35, and 40
for sale or trade I would very much like to know about it!

Leslie Gerber 1s the proprietor of Parnassus Records.
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