HUGH PETER COURT

Dec. 15, 1920 — Jan, 6, 1972

Early in the New Year coilectors and preservers of recorded sound lost by
premature death a prince among their number, Hugh Peter Court of Ross,
Court & Co. of Toronto and of Rococo Records, whose extensive catalog of LP
reissues from treasured recordings of the past has been justly coveted by
coltectors the world over.

Philip L. Miller tells the story of Peter Court’s career in the realm of
recorded sound:

“Along with his brother, Len, and his uncle by marriage, Andre Ross,
Peter was known to many who had never met him as a part of Ross, Court &
Co., first of Brighton, England, and after 1950 of Toronto. This is a family that
has always done things together; and it is hardly possible to speak of Peter
without Len and Andre. Their enthusiasm for early recordings led to the
establishment of the Rococo label, and along with their shop, they have put
timitiess time and energy into giving new currency to the rarities they have
collected. From 1957 to 1961 they also produced a collectors’ magazine,
Record News with authoritative articles, reviews, and discographies.

“My own relations with Ross, Court go back to the Brighton days. With
the move to Canada, the family became my friends, their home my stopping
place in Toronto. | can look back to many an evening listening to Pater’s latest
prizes and hearing of his plans. Those of us who attended the Music Library
Association meeting in Toronto in February, 1970 will remember s a high spot
Peter’s party for the ARSC members on hand. As a collector of rare enthusiasm
and a producer of high gifts and imagination, he will be sorely missed.”

But it is his partner, Andre Ross, now Curator of the Handieman Institute
of Recorded Sound at the University of Miami, who understandably offers the
most poignant memories of Peter Court the human being and the activist in the
realm of Theatre:
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RAYMOND R. WILE'S ADVENTURES IN EDISONIA

Raymond R. Wile, together with Duane Deakins, Allen Koenigsberg, and
Walter L. Welch is among the most assiduous and fruitful toilers in the
vineyards of Edisonia; for it is clearly his life-ambition to bring together 2
comprehensive and authoritative historical survey of Thomas Alva Edison’s role
in the development of the phonograph from its earliest beginnings to the
electrical recording era, working from first-hand materials at the Edison
National Historica! Site in Orange, N.J. and elsewhere.

The bulk of this issue of the JOURNAL is given over to generous
samplings of Mr. Wile’s work. We have organized his contributions into three

major  sections: Phonographic  Lore, Discography (or should it be
cylindography?), and The Marketplace.

N.B. Mr. Wile's Local Phonograph Companies compilation appeared originally
in the Edisonia column of Record Research for November, 1971,

FHONOGRAPHIC LORE

T. A, Edison Menlo Park, N.J.
Auto-Electrograph - Electric Pen
Tel-autograph
Tel-autophone
Poly phone — Manifold Sounder
Autophone — Self sounder
Kosmophone — Universa! Sounder
Acoustophone — Sound hearer, Audible speaker
Otophone — Ear-sounder, speaker
Antiphone — Back-talker
Liguphone — Clear speaker
Minuttophone — Minute-sounder
Meistophone — Smallest sounder
Anchiphone — Near sounder or speaker
Palmatophone — Vibration sounder
Chronophone — Time-announcer, Speaking clock
Didaskophone — Teaching speaker, Portable teacher
Glottophone — Language sounder or speaker
Climatophone — Weather announcer
Atmophone — Fog sounder or Vapor-speaker
Palmophone -- Pendulum sounder or Sounding pendulum



